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MINUTES 
Tuesday, June 22, 2010     
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Dr. Ferrell, President of the Board.  
The roll was called and all Board members were present. The minutes from the April 7, 
2010, board meeting were reviewed. A motion by Mr. Christenson to approve the 
minutes was seconded by Dr. Reynolds. The vote was unanimous. 
 
The annual election of officers was held. Dr. Robert Ferrell was elected president by 
unanimous vote. Dr. James Reynolds was elected vice-president by unanimous vote. 
Dr. Milton Mutch was elected secretary by unanimous vote.  
 
Between April 1, 2010 and May 31, 2010: 105 new licenses, registrations, 60 day 
certificates, and permits were issued. Of these, 52 were physicians. A motion by Mr. 
Burchill to approve the new licenses was seconded by Dr. Lindbloom. The vote was 
unanimous.  
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A request from attorney Dennis Duncan was discussed. A motion by Mr. Christenson to 
deny the request was seconded by Dr. Falk. The vote was unanimous.  
 
Discussion was held regarding utilizing surveys of applicants for renewal. The executive 
director informed the Board that requests were already sent to other Boards to see how 
they conduct surveys and what format they use for surveys. Several responses have 
been received. The Board directed the staff to collect information and bring an example 
of a survey to the next Board meeting. 
 
The business and financial manager presented data from 2009 for processing 
applications for licensure and processing applications for applicants who are subject to 
investigation. The data revealed: 
 

• Average time for processing all applications from beginning to end including 
uncomplicated applications and applications under investigation – 36.3 days. 

• Average time for processing applicants subject to investigation who then request 
withdrawal while under investigation or to avoid the results of an investigation – 
65 days. 

• Average time to complete the licensure process and issue licenses for applicants 
who were subject to investigations which determined that no action was 
necessary – 35 days 

• Average time to complete the licensure process and issue licenses for applicants 
who were subject to investigation and had Board action imposed – 65 days. 

• Of 800 licenses issued, 25 to 30 applications were subject to investigation 
• Of 1,000 applicants, 20 were subject to investigation and then issued a license. 

 
Discussion was held regarding investigations and that every investigation is unique and 
requires different information and documentation. The timeliness in completing an 
investigation is impacted by many factors including but not limited to: 
 

• The availability of accurate contact information 
• The ability of the staff to contact and communicate with the applicant or licensee 
• The timeliness of the applicant or licensee responses 
• The ability to arrange compatible meeting times 
• The gathering of information including but not limited to law enforcement records, 

court documents, primary source verifications, information and documentation 
from other state boards, etc. 

• The accessibility and availability of witnesses or other parties 
• Investigator travel, if necessary 

 
The Board discussed the possibility of providing information and education on the Board 
website, in journal articles, and presentations to students, facilities, and other interested 
parties regarding the licensure process and the Board’s responsibilities and mission.  
 
Discussion was held regarding the preparations for legislation to conduct criminal 
background checks and fingerprinting. A motion by Dr. Falk to proceed with the process 
was seconded by Dr. Erickson. The vote was unanimous.  
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The following applicants requested that their initial applications for South Dakota 
licensure be withdrawn while under investigation or to avoid the results of an 
investigation. The requests were ratified with motions/seconds as follows:  Richard 
Gibbs, MD – Christenson/Erickson; Pamela Barse, OTA – Lindbloom/Burchill.   
 
The following applicants engaged in practice as medical assistants without first 
obtaining registration. They entered into Consent Agreements with Reprimands, and 
their registrations were issued. Amanda Wardle, MA; Kadie Nickerson, MA; Jennifer 
Winter, MA; Kristin Wells, MA; Jennifer Robertson, MA. A motion by Dr. Lindbloom to 
ratify the agreements was seconded by Mr. Christenson. The vote was unanimous. 
 
The following applicants entered into Consent Agreements with Stipulations and their 
licenses or registrations were issued. The agreements were ratified with 
motions/seconds as follows:   Margaret Clarke, MD – Lindbloom/Burchill; Sean Fusco, 
OT – Erickson/Christenson; Amanda Schemmel, MA – Erickson/Falk. 
 
Licensee, Jay Schindler, MD, entered into an agreement to voluntarily cancel his 
medical license. A motion by Mr. Burchill to ratify the agreement was seconded by Dr. 
Erickson. The vote was unanimous.  
 
Licensee Edward Wegrzynowicz, MD, entered into an agreement to voluntarily suspend 
his medical license. A motion by Mr. Christenson to ratify the agreement was seconded 
by Dr. Erickson. Dr. Falk abstained. The vote was unanimous.  
 
The business and financial manager presented the financial report. A motion by Dr. 
Reynolds to accept the report was seconded by Dr. Mutch. The vote was unanimous.  
 
The executive director’s report was presented as follows: 
 

• Update on efforts to assist new resident physicians in obtaining medical licenses  
• Recent presentations to credentialing personnel and healthcare systems 
• Three Board members attended the annual meeting of the Federation of State 

Medical Boards (FSMB), and Mr. Christenson encouraged all Board members to 
attend future meetings. 

• Training for advisory committee members is being held after the meeting, and 
several sessions will be held over the coming months. 

 
A motion by Mr. Christenson to accept the executive director’s report was seconded by 
Dr. Erickson. The vote was unanimous. 
 
Discussion was held regarding Maintenance of Licensure. The Federation of State 
Medical Boards (FSMB) requested comments and opinions on the topic, and the Board 
members offered opinions and suggestions which were then sent to the FSMB. 
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Discussion was held regarding a request from the acupuncturists for the Board to agree 
to be the regulatory body for this profession and to assist with legislation. A motion from 
Dr. Lindbloom to deny the request was seconded by Dr. Falk. The vote was unanimous.   
 
An update on the new technology was presented and accepted for information.    
 
The Board was informed of a change in the date of the September meeting. The new 
date for the meeting is Thursday, September 16, 2010, and will begin at 9:00 a.m. with 
the annual joint meeting with the South Dakota Board of Nursing.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
       
        


